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What to Do During a Solar Eclipse

IN THE LIGHT OF THE QURAN AND SUNNAH
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"[He created] the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, subjugated to His command" (al-A'raf: 54)

About the Solar Eclipse

Allah #& causes natural phenomena at different occasions to remind His slaves of Him and to remove the rust
of negligence collected in their hearts and minds. The Sun and the Moon are two great signs of Allah #&'s
power and His Rubublyyah (lordship and control over all things).

In Arabic, a solar eclipse is known as kusoof and the lunar eclipse as khusoof. Both terms are however used
interchangeably.

For a believer, these events are clear signs of Allah #'s infinite power. It proves the incapability and

helplessness of all creation before Allah. They are deprived of natural light for a duration of time and are

completely unable to do anything about it. This is a way to turn their attention towards Allah #&'s majesty,

might, and power and away from the weak and frail universe they live in. In addition, this is a preview of the
Ultimate End, when the Sun and Moon will dissipate, leaving mankind in utter darkness.

Explaining why this natural phenomenon happens, Nabi £ states,
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“Surely, the Sun and the Moon do not eclipse due to the death or life of any person. Rather, Allah strikes fear
into His slaves through them”

In the time of Rasulullah £, a solar eclipse happened between 8:00 and 9:00 am in 10 Hijri. Although it was

early in the morning, it seemed as if it was the time of Maghrib.’
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What to do during a Solar Eclipse?
There is a special salah stipulated in Islam for this natural phenomenon.

The majority of the Fugaha say that Salat al-Kusoof is sunnah muakkadah (an emphasized sunnah). Some of
the Hanafi scholars go even further and consider it wajib (compulsory). Imam Malik % holds the view that

Salat al-Kusoof is equivalent to Jumu'ah. It has also been mentioned by others that it is fard kifayah (at least
some of the community must perform it).2

If the imam can lead a long salah, he should do so for the entire duration of the eclipse. If, however, the
people are not able to do so or do not agree to praying a long salah, the imam should lead the salah at a
moderate length. The imam should then make dua with the congregation as long as the eclipse remains.

Rulings (Masai'l) Pertaining to Solar Eclipse

Mas'alah #1: Salat al-Kusoof is to be performed in congregation an led by the imam of Jumu'ah. The regular
imam of the masjid can also lead it.

Mas'alah #2: If the Imam is not present, the people should pray individually.
Mas'alah #3: The minimum is two rakaat and the maximum is four. Praying four rakaat is better.

Mas'alah #4: According to the Hanafi mazhab, there is no difference in the method of praying Salat al-Kusoof
and the other regular salat. However, imams of the other mazhahib say there should be two rukoo’
performed in every rakat.

Mas'alah #5: There is no azan or igamah.

Mas'alah #6: To gather the congregation, the following can be announced: * 5&.5\;- @Lﬁ:ﬂ

Mas'alah #7: It is a sunnah to recite a long surah such as Surah Al-Bagarah in the first rakat and Surah Aal-
Imran in the second. The rukoo’ and sajdah should also be extended.

Mas'alah #8: According to Imam Azam Abu Hanifa 4 and Imam Shafi'i &% the recitation is to be silent.

According to Imam Abu Yusuf £, Imam Muhammad £ and Imam Malik & the recitation should be done

aloud. Some of the contemporary Hanafi Ulama have also stated that it is permissible to recite aloud, for the
benefit of the people.
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Mas'alah #9: After the salah the Imam should occupy himself in making dua while the congregation says
‘amin’ for the remaining duration of the eclipse.

Mas‘alah #10: Women should pray individually at home.

Mas'alah #11: Besides the salah, it is mustahab to engage in zikr, dua, and give sadagah on this momentous
occasion. Nabi € advised this in Hadith Shareef.’

Evidences (Dala'il) from the Ahadith:
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